Religion in the Sudan
ordinates, combines the functions of spiritual and political
chief, while other Nuba have kings as well as kujurs.
The people of Billing are divided into two sections, one
of which recognises the Great Kujur as sole chief, while
the other has a king and a number of subordinate kujurs.
It is perhaps worth noting that in some cases the chief
who represents a community in their dealings with the
Government is not the true religious chief, recognised
by the tribe, but a subordinate appointed for this duty,
because special rules of sanctity prevent the real chief
from dealing with the outside world.
4. Totemism and Exogamy.—Totemism may be defined
as a belief in a special relationship between a family group
or clan and certain animals or plants or other objects.
Thus the people of a clan, who have the leopard for their
totem, regard themselves as bound to the leopard by ties
corresponding to those of human kinship, and no man
ever injures his totem animal or plant. Many Dinka
clans speak of the totem animal as their ancestor, and
refer to it in terms identical with those used for human
relatives, The totem is not always an animal or plant
but may be some natural object or phenomenon, such as
fire or rain, or a stone, in which case there is probably
no theory of descent from the totem, but rather of some
other association. The Lotuko believe that a tribesman,
at his death, turns into the totem animal of fiis clan ;
thus a member of the Igago clan, which has the crocodile
for its totem, transmigrate into or is reborn as a crocodile
when he dies.
Wherever there is totemism there is found exogamy,
viz., the prohibition of marrying within the group which
shares the same totem. The members of the clan which
has a common totem regard themselves as so closely
related by blood, that marriage amongst them would be
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